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T  O    T  H  E 


READER. 


KINGS  of  this  Na- 
ture being  generally 
pyrated,  or  falfe  and 
Ipurious  Ones  imposed 
upon  the  Publick^  I 
thought  it  proper  to  let  the  World 
know^  that  this  is  the  true  and 
exail:  Account  of  my  Life^  which 
I  have  done  to  the  utmoft  of  my^ 
Memory  :  And  notwithftanding 
feveral  Perfons^  lince  my  Con- 
demnation, have  been  with  me^ 
endeavouring  to  obtain  it  from  me^ 
A  a  I 


1  lolemnly  declare  that  I  have 
deliyer'd  it  to  none,  nor  any  part 
of  it,  except  to  Mr.  Robert 
Waj-ker,  and  for  which  I 
have  received  full  Satisfadion. 

From  my  Cell  in  New- 
gate, May  I,  1730. 

Witnels  my  Hand, 

James  7)alton. 


THE 


THE 

LIFE  and  ACTIONS 

O  F 

JAMES  D  ALT  ON. 


Was  born  in  Coip-Crofs,  in 
the  Parilh  of  St.  Sepulchres^ 
in  the  Year  1700.  My 
Parents  were  Perfons  in 
very  indifferent  Circura- 
ftances,  and  fuflered  un*. 
der  very  great  Misfor- 
tunes (whether  equal  to 

their  Deferts  I  am  not  a  Judge)  that  are 

not  proper  for  me  to  mention. 

Before  their  own  Misfortunes,  they  put 
me  to  School  to  Mr.  Cumberland  in  Cow-Lane, 
and  I  being  very  unruly,  my  Matter  turn'd 
me  out  of  the  School  5  and  then  they  put 
me  to  Mr.  Groves  in  St.  Joht'S'Lajie^  where 
I  behaved  myfelf  very  decent  for  a  confi- 
derable  time.    After  I  left  Mr.  Groves,  I 

went 


went  to  School  to  Mr.  Bz7igley  in  Fleet-Lafie 
and  remained  in  all  at  School  about  ilx 
Years. 

While  I  was  at  Mr.  Bhjgley%  I  broke  open 
the  Maids  Box,  and  took  out  fomc  Monejr  * 
and  It  being  dark  I  codd  not  dircern  whe- 
ther It  was  Gold,  Silver,  or  Half-pence  r 
but  this  Fad  was  loon  found  out,-  for  i  went 
immediately  up  to  School,  and  knt  one  of 
my  School- Fellows  down  to  my  Mif^refs' 
(who  kept  a  Chandler's  Shop)  for  a  Rcwl 
and  Butter,  and  not  minding  the  Money, 
gave  him  a  Guinea  and  a  Shilling  inftead  of 
two  Half-pence. 

"When  I  came  to  the  Age  of  Eleven  I  got 
acquainted  with  feveral  Butchers  Apprenti- 
ces, who  carried  me  into  the  Company  of 
Proftitutes  ^  andone  Day  in  particular  I  and 
two  more  of  my  Companions  made  an  A- 
greement  with  three  "Whores  to  go  to  an  Inn 
m  the  Evening  and  lie  all  Night,  to  which 
the)^  confented,  and  fome  body  at  the  Inn 
knowing  us,  went  and  acquainted  my  Pa- 
rents and  my  Companions  Mailers  of  our 
being  in  Bed  with  three  Women,  who  came 
immediately  and  charged  a  Conllable  with 
US,  in  order  to  fend  us  all  to  Kew-lYifojt^ 
lut  I  had  the  good  Fortune  to  make  my  Ef- 
cape  in  our  Journey  thither. 

My  own  Father  having  at  this  Time 
been  executed  fome  while,  my  Mother  mar- 
ried a  Butcher,  and  I  went  to  live  with 
mj   Father-in-Law    to   learn    his    Trade* 

They 


They  took  a  Houfe  in  Red  Lyon  Ally  in 
Cow-Crojs,  and  kept  a  common  Slaughter- 
Houfe  ;  and  one  Mr.  Bomul  rented  a  Room 
in  the  Houfe,  and  he  keeping  his  Mon»y  in 
a  Scrutore  in  his  own  Room,  I  found  means 
to  procure  a  Key  that  fitted  the  Lock,  and 
went  Partners  with  him  about  a  Year  before 

^}ySc"7  ^^^  ™2^^-  He  miftrufted 
his  \\  lie,  and  was  minded  (as  he  often  faid) 
to  have  murder'd  her,  imagining  that  ihe 
kept  Companjr  with  other  Men,  and  that 
Ihe  Itole  the  Monej  to  fupport  her  Extrava- 
gances ;  but  upon  his  Wife's  alTurine  him 
to  the  contrary,  and  adding,  at  the  fame 
time  that  fhe  had  a  Miftrulf  of  me,  he  re- 
folved  to  lay  a  Trap  to  catch  me  in  wbicli 
had  Its  defired  Efteit,  for  he  and  I  being  in 
a  S lattle-Ground  at  Play,  I  loft  all  my  Mo- 

tT.i  r"  ^'''"'"p.  a^d  it  being  put  altoge- 
herlonly  took  the  upper  Shilling,  whfch 

had  put  their  on  purpofe  and  marked  it , 
tjien  I  going  into  the  Skittle-Ground,  laid  a 
Bet  witr.  Air.  Bovnil,  which  I  loft,  and 
^S,i"'^"y°Pa7^Wm.  he  difcover''d  the 

find  Ift'L^  ri'-  ^°T '"  ^''^'^y  ^'■"'feif i 

Skit  e^firn  "  J'  ^'%  -^"/"'^^  l^^^k  into  the 
fw  ^    l"'^  ^""  ^"2ed  me  ;  but  my  Mo- 

faiTeS.'""  '^'^^^^*''^">  andfothltlf- 

JcZJIrf"'  'J"''  P^'^*^^  °f  Roguery 

-nceofmiS^£fi^,ta?Ld°tirt^ 

Company 
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Companjof  Lewd  'Women,  perfuaded  me 
to  go  and  li\^e  'with  him  at  his  Mother's, 
which  I  did  ^  and  his  Mother  defiring  me 
one  Day  to  go  of  an  Errand  for  her  to  Mr. 
Scott's  a  Butcher,  near  Smith  field  ^axs^  I  went 
accordingly^  and  there  ftole  a  Silver-Spoon. 
I  was  not  in  the  leaft  fufpeded,  and  I  often 
urged  to  Mr.  Scott  that  it  muft  be  fome 
of  his  own  Servants,  which,  caufed  him  to 
have  a  Sufpition  of  one  cf  his  Men,  who 
t}\tj  ufed  to  call  Tata.  The  Fellow  was 
taxed  with  it  when  I  was  prefent,  and  I 
was  very  pre  fling  on  him  to  make  a  Con- 
fellion,  but  he  perfifting  in  his  Innocence, 
the  Affair  was  dropt,  and  no  difcoverj?-  was 
ever  made. 

Some  fhort  Time  after  this  I  went  and 
lived  with  one  Mr.  Carter^  a  Hog-Mer- 
chant, where  I  remained  Teveral  Months-, 
but  the  Work  being  too  hard  for  me,  my 
Mind  being  fixed  for  a  lazj  Life,  I  came 
to  my  Mother,  who  took  me  and  concealed 
me  from  vaj  Father-in-Law^  but  fome  of 
the  Neighbours  informing  him  that  I  was 
in  the  Houfe,  he  came  one  Morning  into 
t'iiQ  Room  where  I  lay  before  I  was  out  of 
B^d,  and  bid  me  depart  both  his  Houfe 
and  his  Sight,  and  then  went  down  Stairs 
into  the  Kitchen-,  upon  which  I  dreficd 
mj^felf,  and  going  down  Stairs,  I  found  his 
Bed  Room  Door  open,  and  knowing  the 
Drawer  in  which  he  kept  his  Money,  I 
broke  it  open,  and  took  cut  five  Guineas 
and  five  Gold  Rings,  and  fq  marched  off^ 
then    falling  in  Company    with    two    ill 

Women, 
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Women,  I  foon  fpent  all  the  Money  and 
made  away  with  the  Rings^;  After  this  I  be- 
took mylelf  to  live  by  my  Wits^  I  firft 
went  into  Fleet  ft  reet  to  pick  Pockets,  but 
that  not  farniihing  me  with  a  fufficient 
Supply  for  myfelf  and  my  two  "U'ives,  I 
went  on  the  Stieak^  and  then  I  went  and 
Lodged  at  one  Oahy^s^  who  was  accounted 
a  famous  Thief-,  and  he  being  apprehended 
for  a  Robbery,  and  fent  to  Goal,  I  ufed  to 
turn  out  and  made  Colledtions  to  fupport 
us  all  three,  and  lay  every  Night  with  his 
"Wife. 

Soon  after  this  I  ingratiated  myfelf  into 
the  Company  of  one  Mrs.  Blauke,  that  kept 
an  Ale-Houfe  in  Goldev-Lane,  at  whofe 
Houfe  one  Fitlfoine,  and  William  Fieldy 
(formerly  Evidence  againft  the  famous 
Jack  Sheppard,  and  Blueskiv^  who  where 
both  e^ecutedj  reforted.  Mrs.  Blaiike  had 
five  Daughters,  four  of  which  I  was  too 
familiar  with.  Fulfovie,  Field  and  I  foon 
after  our  acquaintance  difcovered  our  In- 
clinations one  to  another,  and  went  out 
with  an  Intent  to  fteal  •,  and  Field,  being 
the  moft  expert  Thief,  he  went  into  a 
Stocking  Shop  in  the  Old-Baily,  and  the 
People  being  backwards,  brought  out  a 
large  Parcel  of  Stockings,  which  he  after- 
wards fold,  and  kept  moft  of  the  Money 
himfelf 

The  next  Night,  as  Field,  Fnlfome  and 
I  were  going  crofs  Weft  Smithfield,  an  old 
Man  was    crying  Shrewsbury  Fiiddings-^  we 
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went  up  to  him  and  knocked  him  down'^ 
then  led  his  Horfe  to  the  enl  o^Lovg-Lave^ 
where  we  took  the  Puddings  out  of  the  Baf- 
ket  and  throwed  them  nway.  Pans  and  all, 
and  fent  the  Horfe  to  the  Green- Yard  ^ 
but  the  Man  foon  found  out  Fkld^  and 
obtained  a  Warrant  aga'nft  him  ^  fo  that 
the  Money  he  got  bj^  the  Stockings  the 
Night  before  was-  expended  in  fatisfjing. 
the  old  Padding  Man.  ^ 

After  this  we  took  to  robing  the  Cloifters  y. 
and  being  all  three  in  Compan}^  one 
Kight  Hole  twelve  Dozen  of  Handker- 
chiefs, which  we  afcervvards  fold  to  one 
Ann  Britton^  that  kept  a  Houfe  in  Lew^ 
keners'Lave,  near  Dniry-Lam.  Mrs.  Bnttoir 
pretended  to  have  a  great  Refpedl  for  me^ 
and  by  perfuafion  I  quitted  my  old  Lodgings 
and  took  up  a  new  one  in  her  Houfe ^  and* 
then  Field  took  an  Opportunity  of  quar- 
relling with  FidjOj.ne  and  I,  whereupon  wc 
parted. 

Fiilfome  and  I  meeting  one  Night,  fooa 
after  our  Qjjarrel  with  Fields  we  agreed  to 
pay  our  Vifits  to  the  Inhabitants  in  the 
Ciollhrs^  vv^ith  whom  we  dealt  for  feveral . 
large  Parcels  of  Goods,  One  Night  in  par- 
ticular I  happened  to  fee  a  Maid-Servant  co- 
ming out  of  one  of  the  Houfes  v/ith  a^  Pot 
in  her  Hands,  and  as  foon  as  fhe  had  quitted 
the  Door,  I  lifted  up  the  Latch  and  went  in, 
and  the  firft  thing  I  laid  my  Hands  on,  was 
a  Piece  of  Yard-v/ide  Stuff,  which  I  handed 
XoFulfomfy  and  lie  made  off  v/ith  it  •,   then 
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I  loaded  myfelf  with  feveral  Pieces  of  divers 
forts  of  Silk,  and  made  my  Efcape  before 
the  Mcid  returned.  The  Booty  that  I 
brought  away  with  me,  which  I  afterwards 
fold  for  15  /.  I  concealed  fiom  my  Compa- 
nion •,  but  had  both  the  Honefty  and  Con- 
fcience  to  partake  of  the  Booty  that  he  car- 
ried off. 

With  this  Money  I  purchafed  me  a  Suit 
of  Clothes,  and  got  acquainted  with  a  Per- 
fon  that  procured  Husbands  for  unfortunate 
jroung  Women.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
■one  at  that  Time,  that  was  a  Gentleman's 
•Daughter  who  lived  in  very  ^ood  Repute, 
and  that  beii^g  big  with  Childj  her  Friends 
would  not  admit  her  into  their  Prefence 
without  the  Sight  of  a  Certificate-,  and  that 
if  I  would  only  take  the  Trouble  to  go  to 
Church  and  marry  her,  he  would  give  me 
two  Guineas  for  my  Trouble  ^  and  upon  my 
agreeing  with  his  Defire,  he  fent  for  the 
Gentlewoman,  and  we  went  to  St.  Clevienfs 
Church  in  the  Strayd^  and  were  there  mar- 
ried, my  Acquaintance  the  Procuror  per- 
form.ing  the  Part  of  the  Father  :  After  this 
we  adjourned  to  the  Tavern,  where  J  was 
verjr  handfomety  entertained  ^  and  the  Wine 
getting  Influence  over  my  Brains,  I  iniifted 
on  Ij^ing  all  Night  with  m}^  Wife  :  A  great 
many  Arguments  were  made  ufe  of  to  per- 
luade  me  to  the  contrary,  but  to  no  purpofe  • 
upon  which  a  Quarrel  enfued,  and  the  Land- 
lord coming  to  know  the  Keafon  of  the  Di- 
fturbance,  I  related  the  whole  Affair  to  him^ 
he  immediately  quitted  the  Room,  andien.t 
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to  the  Church  to  know  the  Truth,  which  he 
v/as  foon  inform'd'of^  wherefore  he  took  my 
part  ^  and  one  of  his  Servants  called  a  Coach, 
and  my"  Wife  and  I  went  to  the  Bell-lmi  in 
Wefi' Smith jield^  where  we  Jay  together  all 
Night.  One  Thing  made  me  fomewhat  un- 
eaty  when  I  awoke  the  next  Morning  ibber, 
and  that  was,  I  had  the  Foul  Difeafe,  which 
I  knew  muft  in  all  Likelihood  be  com.muni^ 
cated  to  her,  therefore  I  arofe  and  left  her  to 
pay  for  our  Night's  Lodging. 

A  few  Days  after  this,  I  met  with  Fnlfome, 
who  informed  me  that  Field  was  apprehend- 
ed for  a  Robbery,  and  comapittcd  to  New^ 
gate,  and  had  made  an  Information  againft 
us  •,  whereupon  we  took  private  Lodgings, 
and  feldom  came  out  in  the  Day  time  •,  but 
in  an  Evening,  as  loon  as  it  was  dark,  we 
ufed  to  go  our,  in  order  to  rob  any  body  we 
met  in  the  Streets  ^  and  one  Night  in  parti- 
cular we  met  with  a  Captain  of  the  Foot- 
Guards  in  the  Broad  Way  of  St.  Giles's  -,1 
went  up  to  him  and  bid  him  deliver  his 
Watch,  Money,  Rings,  &c.  b":t  he  making 
Refinance,  my  Companion  Fidfovic  came  up 
and  knock'd  him  dcwn,  then  I  rifled  him, 
taknig  from  him  feven  Guineas  and  feme 
Silver,  a  Leaden  Shilling,  his  Watch,  ?oc- 
Icet  Book  (in  which  were  ieveral  Bank-Kotes) 
Sword,  Hat  and  Wigg,  and  then  left  him. 
The  Pocket-Book  and  Notes  we  burnt  for 
fear  of  being  difcovered.  The  Watch  and 
feven  Guineas  I  concealed  from  my  Compa- 
nion, but  the  Silver,  Hat,  Wigg  and  Sword, 
we  Ihared  between  uSe 
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My  Fellowinan  Fulfome  being  informed 
that  feveral  Perfoi^  were  in  purfuit  of  him, 
concealed  himfelf  from  me,  and  went  and 
worked  privately  at  his  own  Trade,  which 
was  a  S'a':'emaker  -,  and  then  I  got  acquaint- 
ed with  owQ  Thomas  Lambert^  who  agreed 
to  go  a  Snatching  of  Pockets  in  the  Streets 
\rith  me-  and  accordingly  at  Night  we  «vent 
into Holhour7!,  and  he  fixing  his  Eye  upon 
a  Woman,  we  followed  her  into  Warwick" 
Courts  where  we  puihed  her  down,  and  I 
pretending  to  lift  her  up  again,  ftole  away 
her  Pocket,  in  which  was  a  Gold  Chain 
and  fome  Silver-,  and  the  fame  Evening 
coming  down  Holhoiini  Hill  we  met  ano- 
ther Woman  whom  I  pufhed  againft,  in 
the  Interim  Snatched  her  Pocket  off,  which 
we  never  looked  into  till  we  went  home 
to  my  Lodgings,  and  there  I  found  a  Gold 
Watch,  Cnain  and  Tweezer-Cafe  and 
twenty  three  Guineas.  We  fold  the  Gold 
Watch,  and  Tweezer  Cafe,  for  twenty  one 
Pounds^  and  going  home  to  Lambert's  to 
make  our  felves  merry,  his  Wife  told  me 
that  ihe  had  a  Wife"  in  her  Eye  for  me, 
and  fent  for  her  immediatel}^  5  when  fhe 
came  I  looked  very  much  at  her,  and  the 
more  I  looked  the  more  I  liked-,  fo  we 
were  married,  Lambert,  performing  both 
the  Ceremoney,  and  the  Part  of  the  Father, 
and  we  all  lived  together. 

The  next  Dzj  after  this,  one  Benjamin 
Speed?nan  came  to  fee  Lambert  and  dined 
with  us,  he  being  then  juft  returned  from 
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Tranfportatipn,  and  he  talked  mightilj  of 
his  former  Exploits •  we  took  him  with  us 
at^  Night,  and  going  into  Khigjlreet  m  Ifeft- 
-mivjler^  where  I  found  means  to  get  the 
Kej  out  of  the  Pin  of  the  Window  after 
the  Shop  was  Ihut  up,  in  the  Night-time  I 
entered  it,  and  ftole  a  great  Parcel  of  Stock- 
ings and  Gloves,  which  we  carried  to  Han- 
vah  BrittoTty  and  fold  them  for  8  I. 

The  next  Day  we  went  to  Momnouth- 
Stf'eet^  and  bought  Speedman  fome  Second 
Hand  Cloaths,  and  in  the  livening  went 
out  as  ufual  to  feek  after  Bufinefs  ^  and 
Speedman  efpying  a  large  Gag  of  An- 
chovies that  a  Porter  had  brought  out  of  an 
Oyl-Shop,  and  fet  it  down  at  the  Door  while 
Jie  went  in  again  to  ^ztch.  his  Knot,  I 
run  away  with  it,  and  carried  it  to  Han- 
nah Br  It  toil's^  and  my  Gom  pan  ions  both 
followed  me.  Then  we  loaded  our  Piftols 
which  were  but  two,  and  went  the  fame 
Night  into  Covent-Garden^  where  we  at- 
tacked a  Gentleman,  and  rifled  him  of  his 
l^'atch,  and  about  30  5.  in  Money.  Speed- 
^nan  having  a  great  fancy  to  the  Gentle- 
man's great  Goat,  would  of  all  things  have 
St  by  Violence,  but  I  recommended  to  him 
to  pray  the  Gentleman  to  lend  him  the 
Coat,  and  that  he  would  return  it  the  firft 
Time  he  met  him  that  Way  again,  upon 
which  modeft  Application  the  Gentleman 
furrendered  the  Goat.  The  aforefaid  Gag 
of  Anchovies,  Hamiah  Britton  defired  us  to 
inake  her  a  Prefent  of,  which,  we  did  ^  and 
when   we  retar-ned  ho^io.  after  robbing  th^ 
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above  mentioned  Gentleman  we  had  fbme 
of  them  for  Supper  •,  which  Ihe  had  the 
vile  Concience  to  make  us  pay  a  Penny 
a  Piece  for. 

The  following  Evening  we  went  into 
Bloo7nshury,  with  an  Intent  to  break  open  a 
Pawn-Broker's  Shop,  which  Speed7nan  had 
pitched  upon  in  the  Day  Time-  but  a  Gen- 
tleman and  hisServant  with  a  Portmantue  be- 
hind him,  paihngby  in  thelnterim,  we  left 
the  Pawnbroker's  and  attacked  them,  and 
took  away  the  Portmantue.  We  immedi- 
ately carried  it  to  Hamiah  Brhton^s  and 
there  opened  it,  and  found  in  it  three  do- 
zen of  fine  Shirts  with  Flavders  Lace,  two 
fuits  of  Cloaths,  three  Tye-Wigs,  a  pair 
of  Gold  Buckles,  and  divers  other  Goods, 
altogether  computed  worth  loo  /.  we  fold 
the  whole  Cargo,  except  two  fine  Shirts, 
that  we  referved  for  each  of  us,  to  Mrs. 
Brittojt  for  jo.  L  and  the  next  Day,  my 
FelJowman  Speed^nan  would  be  married,  fo 
LaiJihert  was  Parfon,  and  I  Father  and 
Clark.  There  were  two  Ladies  of  the 
Town  invited  to  the  Weddirg,  belides 
La7?iherfs  Wife  and  mine  •,  and  Night  be- 
ing come,  and  we  all  both  Drunk  and  Noify, 
the  Watch  came  and  feized  us,  and  confined 
us  in  the  Rointd-Houfe  for  that  Nighty  and 
the  next  morning  we  were  carried  before 
the  late  Juftice  Ellis,  who  committed  the 
Women  to  Tothill-Fields  Bridewell,  and  dit 
charged  my  Companions  and  I.  We  were 
very  Induftrious  incur  Bufinefs  of  thieving 
during  the  fl^tort  Confinement  our  Fair-Ones 
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laboured  under-  and  at  length,  having 
got  a  confiderable  fum  of  Money,  we  pro- 
cured fham  Bail,  and  fo  got  them  releafed. 

We  fpent  feveral  Days  in  fporting  and 
revelling  for  Joj^  of  having  our  Wives  a- 
gain  3  but  Money  beginning  to  be  a  little 
low  with  us,  my  Companions,  Lambert^ 
Speed7nJ7t  and  mvfelf  went  towards  G;v}'s~ 
Imt,  where  we  met  a  Woman  with  a  gicat 
Bundle  under  her  Arm,  which  we  fuppoied 
to  be  fome  Councellor's  Linnen,  v/heref3re 
we  flopped  her  and  took  it  from  her,  and 
carried  it  to  Hannah  Brittoji's,  and  there 
opened  it  aiid  found  it  to  be  nothing  but 
coiirfe  Towek.  Then  we  went  the  fame 
Night  into  Lincmi's-hn  Fields^  and  their  at- 
tac:ked  three  Men  and  robbed  them  of  20.  s. 

We  returned  to  Hannah  Bnttoiis  after 
we  had  committed  this  lafl  m.entioned 
Robbery,  and  fhe  faid,  that  llie  would 
advife  us  to  take  up  a  new  Clafs  of  the 
Thieving  Trade,  and  that  was  to  turn 
Houfebreakers,  which  we  agreed  to  •,  and  ihe 
having  provided  us  with  IJtenfils  for  that 
Purpofe,  we  made  our  firft  Experiment  upon 
a  Stocking  Shop  in  St.  Martins-Lane,  from 
whence  we  took  a  Bag  full  of  Stockings, 
a  Silver  Tea-Pot  and  all  the  Tea  Equi- 
page, with  all  the  Money  that  was  in  the 
Till,  and  then  returned  to  Hannah  Bntton^s 
and  fold  the  Stockings  to  her  for  one  ]part 
in  five  of  the  Value. 

A  fhort  Time  after  this   Robber3r,   our 
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committed  to  Nerp-Prifoii,  and  made  an  In- 
formation againft  Speedman,  myfelf,  and 
Hannah  Bntton:  She  was  feized  and  com- 
mitted to  Newgate^  and  afterwards  try'd  at 
the  OU  Baily\  and  convided  upon  Lambert's 
Evidence,  and  was  fentenc'd  to  be  whipt  at 
the  Cart's  Tail  from  Holborn-Bars  to  St. 
Giles's  Fointd^  which  Sentence  ftie  underwent 
accordingly.  Speedmaji  and  I  m.ade  off  to 
Brijiol  ^  and  it  being  the  Time  of  that  Fair, 
we  employed  ourfelves  in  picking  of  Pockets^ 
but  Speedman  being  drunk  one  Night,  I  went 
and  broke  into  a  ?hop  in  the  Fair,  and  ftole 
thence  two  Gold  Rings,  and  a  Pair  of  Sil- 
ver Buckles,  but  was  taken  by  the  Watch 
with  the  Things  upon  me,  for  which  I  was. 
committed  to  Newgate  in  Brijiol,  where  I  re- 
mained till  the  next  Allizes  •  and  my  Profe- 
cutor  being  a  Londoner  that  went  down  to 
keep  the  Fair,  he  did  not  appear  againft  me, 
and  fo  I  was  difcharged. 

Speedman  came  the  firft  five  Days  of  my 
Confinement  to  fee  me  ^  but  then  growing 
wearjr,  he  declined  me  and  came  up  to  Low- 
Jow,  where  he  was  taken  up  upon  Lambert's 
Information,  and  was  tranfported  for  the  fe- 
cond  Time. 

When  I  came  out  of  Briftol  Jail,  I  imme- 
diately fell  to  my  old  Trade  of  fnatching  of 
Pockets  ^  and  having  got  a  little  Money  by 
me,  I  thought  it  the  beft  Way  to  come  for 
London  ^  and  coming  thro'  Brentford  on  a 
Market  Day,  I  cut  a  Woman's  Pocket,  and 
took  from  her  near  1 8  /.  and  then  meeting 
C  with 
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with  one  John  Mallard^  I  fent  lo/.  to  Lvtt^ 
don  bj  him,  and  then  bought  me  a  Great 
Coat  and  a  Pair  of  Silver  Buckles,  and  made 
the  befl:  of  my  Way  for  London,  As  I  was 
coming  over  Turnham-Grcen  1  was  flopt  by 
two  Soldiers,  who  demanded  mj  Money  •,  I 
foon  began  to  expoftulate  the  Cafe  with 
them,  teiliiig  them,  that  I  was  a  Member  of 
their  Society,  and  talk'd  all  the  Cant  Lan- 
guage I  was  Mafler  of,  but  all  to  no  purpcfe^ 
for  I  hey  took  my  Great  Coat,  Buckles  and 
Money,  and  then  beat  me  very  unm.ercifully  r. 
dne  of  them  was  for  tying  mie  Neck  and 
Heels,  and  throwing  me  into  a  Ditch  ^  but 
thQ  other  not  agreeing  vv^ith  him,  they  went 
and  left  me,  and  I  proceeded  to  Lo7:do7r^ 
where  getting  the  lo  L  that  I  had  fent  be» 
fore  hy  Mallard^  I  equipt  mj^felf  again. 

I  had  not  been  in  London  many  Daj^s  be- 
fore I  met  with  John  Pendell  and  Fidfome^, 
who  inform'd  me  that  JFilliajn  Field  was  at 
Liberty  again,  andlbthere  was  nothing  to  be 
feared  from  that  Quarter,  wliereupon  v/e  all 
three  agreed  to  go  the  nest  Day  to  our  Buff- 
iiefs  ••  our  firft  Expedition  v/as  to  go  to  7/^et- 
Jione  in  Mlddljex^  v/here  we  arriv'd  ^  and  I 
efpying  a  Parcel  of  Linnen  in  a  .Window,  I 
told  my  Companions  of  it,  and  we  foou 
found'  m.eans  to  get  it  into  our  own  Pofief- 
fion  ^  and  then  made  the  beft  of  our  Way 
for  London  ;  but  before  we  had  got  half 
over  Fhichly-Cojnmon^  a  Hue  and  Cry  was 
fent  after  us,  fo  we  v/ere  obliged  to  leave 
our  Booty  behind  us. 

The 
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The  Night  following  Fulfome^  PevdaJl  and 
I,  bioke  open  a  Shoemaker's  Shop  in  Cgjj;- 
£,a7iej  and  took  away  all  the  Shoes  both  ma«Je 
and  unmade  •,  and  then  carried  them  to  a 
new  Lock  that  we  had  found  out  in  Golden- 
Lane^  where  we  had  a  better  Price  than 
what  we  ufed  to  have  of  Hajinah  Brittoju 

I  frequented  this  Ho.ufe  in  Golden-Lane 
for  a  long  while,  and  one  Day  as  I  was  at 
Dinner  with  the  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  there- 
of, two  Perfons  nam'd  Camill  and  Reev&s 
came  in,  and  fat  down  to  Dinner  with  us.: 
As  foon  as  Dinner  was  over,  we  difcourfed 
Aipon  our  "Ways  of  Living  -,  and  I  finding 
which  waj  their  Pulfes  beat,  difcovered  my 
Inclinations  of  going  on  the  Highway  in 
the  Evening,  telling  them  that  I  had  two 
Friends  (meaning  Feridell  and  Fidfome)  that 
I  expeded  to  meet  in  the  Afternoon,  and  I 
believed  they  would  agree  with  us-,  burt 
they  not  coming,  what  Accident  detain'd 
them  I  could  not  devife,  v/e  three  went  by 
ourfelves  towRrds  jriiidinill  Hill,  near  Adoor^ 
folds,  and  meeting  with  no  body  we  thought 
worthy  of  robbing,  we  concluded  to  break 
open  a  Houfe,  upon  which  they  lifted  me 
over  a  Wall  into  the  Yard  ^  and  the  People 
being  forwards,  I  went  round  the  Yard  to 
the  Back-Door,  and  broke  in  -,  and  getting 
into  a  Room  where  there  was  a  Bed  and 
Bedding,  I  made  two  Load  of  them  from 
the  Room  to  the  Wall,  where  I  got  them 
over  to  my  Companions,  who  flood  ready 
to  receive  them,  and  then  we  made  off  un- 
C  2  difcover'd. 
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difcovered.  Cammil  dealing  in  Houfehold 
Goods,  Reeves  and  I  agreed  he  fhould  have 
the^  whole  upon  paying  us  20  s.  a  Man 
which  he  did, 

A  Short  Time  after  this  laft  Robbery, 
I  went  into  Lerpkeyier's-Lave^  to  enquire  after 
iny  old  Landlady  Hamiab  Britton  •,  and 
in  iny  return  home  to  GoldevLane^  I 
fixed  my  Eyes  upon  a  Toy-Shop  in  HoU 
hovrnne^T  Tiirvjiile^  with  which  I  acquaint- 
ed mj  Companions  Ca^nmill  and  Reeves^ 
and  at  Night  we  went  and  broke  it  open, 
and  rifled  the  Shop  of  Goods  and  Money  to 
the  Yalue  of  800  /.  as  was  foon  afterwards 
inferted  in  the  News- Papers,  tho'  we  did 
not  mal^e  above  250/.  of  the  Plate,  and 
their  was  not  above  20/.  in  Money. 

We  lived  for  about  three  Months  upon 
the  Fruits  of  this  laft  Exploit  without  once 
going  out  to  feek  after  more,  and  then  it 
being  almoft  fpent,  we  began  to  think  of 
getting  a  freih  Supply,  whereupon  we  re- 
folved  to  rob  in  the  Fields,  and  made  it 
our  Bufinefs  to  ply  at  Lamh^s  Conduit  for  fe- 
veral  Nights  fucceilively,  where  among 
fundry  other  Robberies,  we  committed  one 
on  two  Men  coming  from  Vancrafs,  and  ano- 
ther on  three  Men  coming  from  Tottenham^ 
Court.  We  never  fhared  any  of  our  Booties 
during  the  Time  we  ply'd  at  LajnUs-Con- 
dttit  till  we  finiflied,  Cammill  keeping  all 
at  his  own  Lodgings,  and  when  we  had 
done  we  fhared  about  18  I.  and  two  Watches 
a  Piece  3  and  being  one  Night  a  Gaming 
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together  at  a  Houfe  in  Chick-Lane^  we  quar- 
reiled,  and  made  a  great  Difturbance,  where- 
upon the  W^tch  and  Beadles  came  and 
furrounded  ti.e  Houfe,  and  I  being  drunk, 
pulled  out  a  Piftol  and  fwore  I  would  fhoot 
the  Beadle,  for  which  I  was  carry'd  be- 
fore a  Magiftrate,  and  for  want  of  Security 
was  fent  to  U'''oodJireet-Co7?ipe/\  and  remain- 
ed there  20    Weeks. 

As  fcon  as  I  was  difcharged  from  out  of 

the  Compter  I  went  to  Mrs.  Brittofi's  Houfe, 

where  I  met  again  with  Peridell  and  a  Foot 

Soldier,  that  lodged  with  his  Wife  at  Bnt» 

toirs.     PcTidell  and  I  lived  very  well  at  that 

Time  only  by  picking  of  Pockets  ^  and  the 

Soldier's  Pay  not  being  fufficient  to  fupport 

his  kind  Wife's  Ambition,  Ihe  told  him  he 

had  better  go  along  with  us  ^    fo  the  poor 

Fellow  difcovei'd  the  Scene  to  me  that  had 

pafi'd  between  him' and  his  Wife,  and  faid^ 

if  we  would  accept  of  him  for  a  Compar 

nion,  he  would  ftop  any  body  ^  vv^hereupon 

we  agreed  to  take  him  with  us,  and  we  went 

out  with  intent  to  rob  the  iirft  Man  we  met 

conveniently  :    We  had  no  Arms  with  us, 

except  the  Soldier's  Sword,  which  he  carried 

under  his  Coat  ^  and  when  at  the  Bottom  of 

Grays-Inn  Lave  we  faw  a  Man  before  us,  I 

bid  the  Soldier  draw  his  Sword,  and  go  up 

to  him  and  ftop  him,  but  his  Heart  then 

fail'd  him  •,  and  the  Man  fufpeding  us,  took 

to  his  Heels  and  foon  got  out  of  our  Sight  • 

Whereupon  I  went  up  to  the  Soldier,  and 

taird  him  a  faint  hearted  Son  of  a  Wh , 

and  took  the  Svv^ord  from  him  j  and  then  I 
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fvyore  I  hai  a  great  Mind  to  cut  his  Ears  off; 
but  he  begg'd  very  hard,  and  promisM  faith- 
fully  to  Itop  the  next  Man  he  met.  Then 
we  crofs'd  the  Fields  and  wQnt  into  Ipvgton 
Road,  where  we  faw  a  Man  croiimg  tliq  V/ay 
v^ith^  a  Candle  and  Lanthorn  in  iiis  Hand  \ 
the  Soldier  wtnt  up  to  him  and  bid  him 
ftand  and  deliver,  and  thtn  drew  the  Sv/ord 
out  from  under  his  Coat,  and  fwore  he  would 
cut  his  Throat  if  he  made  any  Noife  ^  then 
'Tevidell  and  I  came  up  and  put  out  thQ  Can- 
dle, and  we  robb'd  him  of  his  Coat,  which 
was  trim'd  with  Plate  Buttons,  and2/f.  in 
Money,  being  all  he  had.  Afterwards  we 
croffed  the  Fields  to  KentiJI)  Town^  where  we 
ftopt  tihe  Hampfieai  :5tage-Coach  with  four 
Paflergers  in  it,  being  one  Man  and  three 
Women,  from  the  Man  we  receiv'd  about 
•405.  in  Mojiej,  and  from  the  Vv^'omen  three 
Gold  Rings,  a  Gold  Chain,  and  fome  Mo- 
ney -,  then  it  growing  late,  we  came  to  Town 
diredlj. 

In  a  few  Da_75  after  this  I  was  apprehend- 
ed on  Sufpicion  of  robbing  the  Man  abr.ve- 
mentioned  in  IJJwgton  Road  of  his  Coat  and 
ad.  and  was  committed  to  Newgate:  This 
Islews  reaching  the  Ears  of  mj  Companions, 
the  Soldier  went  qnite  off,  but  Pendell  fent 
•his  Friends .to.me  not  to  be  difcouraged,  who' 
told  me  if  I  v/oiild  not  turn  Evidence  a- 
gainft  him,  but  on  the  contrary  take  a  Trj^-al 
at  the  OU-Baily  for  the  faid  Robber}^,  they 
would  ]^rocure  feveral  People  to  fwear  that 
J  was  dying  in  my  Bed  the  very  Time  the 
Robbery  was  committed.    1  agreed  to  what 

ther 
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they  faid  •,  and  juft  before  my  Tryal  came 
on  at  the  Old-Baiiy^  I  had  a  Note  fent  to  me 
with  a  great  many  People's  Names  whom  I 
rall'd  upon  in  my  Defence.  The  Profecu- 
tor  fwore  poiFitiveh^  to  me,  but  I  had  fuch 
a  great  Number  of  'U^itnefTes  to  appear  for 
me,  one  of  whom  perfonated  a  Phyfician, 
another  an  Apothecar}'',  and  a  third  a  Nurfe^, 
befides  feveral  others  who  gave  me  the  Cha- 
racter of  an  honeft,  induftrious  Lad,  I  was 
acquitttd. 

Soon  after  I  was  dicharged  out  of  New^ 
gatCy  as  I  was  going  crofs  W efi^Sinithjisld., 
I  met  with  one  Charles  Hhichnan  fwho  was 
afterwards  executed  at  Ty/?//r7r  for  returning 
from  Tranfportation)  whom  I  asked  to  go 
with  me  to  buy  a  pair  of  Shoes  at  a  Shoe« 
Maker's  at  fez^/;;/^^/^-^;'^:  AVhen  we  v/ent 
into  the  Shop  the  Mafter  was  eating  of 
fome  Spoon-Meat,  which  he  brought  into 
the  Shop,  and  while  he  was  trying  the 
Shoes  on  me,  Hhtchjrian  took  the  c^poon^ 
which  was  .silver,  and  put  it  into  his 
Pocket:  I  paid  for  my  Shoes,  and  came 
away  •,  but  the  Alan  foon  mifs'd  the  Spoon 
and  followed  us,  and  took  Hhichman  with 
it  in  his  Pocket,  but  I  made  my  Efcape-, 
fo  my  Companion  was  carried  before  a 
Juftice  of  Peace  on  Clerh-nwelUGreen,  and 
committed  to  Newgate  ^  but  the  Profecutor 
not  appeaing  at  the  Seilions  againft  him,  he 
was  difcharged. 

PenMl  and  I  going  one  Day  into  Lht- 
coht's  hm-Fielh  to  fee. the  Cocks  throwed  at, 

we 
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we  met  Fulfome^  Vv^ho  had  been  Gamii^g,  and 
having  loft  all  his  Money,  invited  us  to 
go  along  with  him  and  partake  of  a  Cha7ice 
he  knew  of  ^  and  tho'  it  was  Noon  Daj  we 
agreed  to  go  with  him,  which  was  to  one 
Mr.  Whitv.iils,  an  Afs  Man  at  inrdjnlll- 
Hillj  where  we  went,  and  the  Cbavce  proved 
to  be  a  parcel  of  wet  Linn  en  hanging  to 
dry  in  the  Garden.  I  gut  over  the  Pails, 
and  handed  to  my  Confjris  as  much  as 
loaded  them,  then  filling  my  Pockeis  and 
Breeches  with  fmall  Linnen,  got  over  the 
Pails  again  without  any  Diicovery  •  but 
we  were  foon  purfued  and  taken,  and 
carried  before  Juftice  Be7iJon  in  Shoreditch, 
where  Fiiljome  was  admiitted  an  Evidence 
againfl:  us,  and  upon  his  Oath  we  were  Com- 
iTiited  to  Newgate^  and  he  to  New-Frifon^ 
and  at  the  next  Seiiions  at  the  Old-Baily  I 
was  found  gu  Ity  to  the  valcie  of  39  s.  and 
ordered  for  Tranfportation,  feveral  of  Mr, 
WhltnilVs  Goods  being  found  on  me,  but 
Fejjdell  was  acquitted, 

A  fhort  Time  after  my  Conviction,  a 
Draught  of  Tianfports  were  ordered  to  be 
fent  from  Newgate  to  his  Majeftj's  Planta- 
tions in  America^  and  I  was  one  of  them : 
There  were  about  2,6  Men  and  20  Women 
put  on  Board  the  Ship  Honour^  Captain 
Lavgley  Commander,  for  the  above  Purpofe  t, 
and  one  Day  when  we  were  at  Sea,  a  Gale 
of  Wind  arofe  that  blew  very  hard,  and 
carried  away  our  Main-Top-Maft,  upon 
which  the  chief  Mate  came  to  the  Hatch 
where  we  Prifoners  were  kept,  and  faid,   if 

any 


any  of  us  were  Sailors  we  fhould  come  upon 
Deck  and  lend  a  Hand,  and  that  he  would 
take  our  Irons  off^  acccrdinglj  about  twelve 
of  us  came  up  and  kept  the  Ship  clear  that 
Night,  and  the  next  Morning  we  had  calm 
Weather.  The  Firft  Mate  took  a  great  Fan- 
cy to  me,  and  made  me  Steward  of  the  Pri- 
foners.  One  Hefcot,  a  Prifoner,  who  had 
about  fifty  Pound  of  Bisket,  two  Caggs  of 
Geneva,  a  Cheefe  and  fome  Butter  on  board, 
went  up  one  Da}''  upon  Deck  for  the  Air^ 
and  in  the  mean  while  we  ranfacked  all  his 
Stores  ^  but  upon  his  Return,  he  finding  out 
what  had  been  done,  went  and  made  Com- 
plaint to  the  Captain,  who  threaten'd  to 
whip  us  al)  round  to  find  out  the  right  Man^ 
whereupon  fixtecn  of  us  agreed  to  fecure  the 
v/hole  Sliip's  Crew  (being  but  twelve  in 
Number,  Captain  and  Boy  included)  before 
the  JFhippvg  Gale  bletp  harde?'^  which  we  ac* 
complifned. 

The  next  Day  after  we  had  got  Poffeflion 
of  the  Ship  and  Cargo,  we  m.ade  an  Agree- 
ment to  go  to  Cape  Fimjier  in  Spain  •,  and 
then  m.ade  a  Law  amongft  us  fixteen  com- 
manding Men,  that  every  one  that  was 
drunk  upon  his  Watch,  fo  as  his  Arms  could 
be  taken  from  him,  or  was  caught  in  the 
Hold  with  the  Women  Prifoners^  ihould  re- 
ceive twelve  [  afhes.  We  allow'd  the  Wo- 
men the  Benefit  of  the  Air,  and  promised 
them  that  they  Ihould  go  aPuore  with  us. 
One  Willuvn  Holyday^  who  was  Evidence 
againft  CheJJure  and  WiSiams^  that  were  exe- 
cuted for  robbing  the  Bnjlol  Mail,  was  one 
D  of 


of  the  Prifoners  that  would  not  confent  to 
the  taking  of  the  Ship  ^  but  as  foon  as  taken 
was  very  defirous  of  Liberty^  and  we  being 
full  well  acquainted   that   he   had  Money, 
oblig'd  him  to  give  us  lo  Z.    for  which  we 
gave  him  a  Joint  Receipt,  and  then  he  had 
the  fame  Benefit  as  we.    In  about  fourteen 
Days  after  our  taking  the  Ship,  we  arrived 
within  two  Leagues  of  Cape  Fimjler,  where 
we  hoifted  out  our  Long  Boat  ^    and  having, 
fiipply'd  ourfelvcs  with  the  moft  material 
Moveables  that  the  Captain  and  Mate  had, 
with  their  Watches  and  Monejr,    the  whole 
amounting  to  about  loo  h  we  laid  the  Ship 
to,  and  made  the  Sailors  hawi  the  Long-Boat 
a  broad-fide  the  Ship,  ordering  four  of  them 
to  get  into  her  and  receive  our  Things^  then 
we  weiilva^^d  drank  with  the  Captain  and 
Mate,  ai^t^fet  them  at  Liberty,  but  locked 
down  the  nineteen  Men  that  would  not  con- 
fent to  the  taking  of  the  .Ship,  as  alfo  all 
the  Women,  and  then  went  into  the  Boat  to 
go  afhore,  where  in  a  few  Hours  we  arrived,, 
and  the  Sailors  rowed  off  to  the  Ship  again. 

We  travelled  over  the  Mountains  for  two 
Days,  and  then  met  with  a  Spaniard^  who 
direded  us  to  a  Village  where  we  got  Vic- 
tuals, Drink  and  Lodging  •,  and  the  next 
Day  after  we  went  over  the  Hiver,  two  in  a 
Boat,  to  F/^o,  where  we  fell  to  drinking  in 
an  Irifimayis  Houfe.  Our  Captain  was  come 
into  Vigo  River  with  the  Ship,  and  having 
Intelligence  of  us,  came  afhore,  and  made 
Complaint  to  the  Governor  5  upon  which 
thQ  Pitch  Pots  were  immediately  ordered  to 
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fee  lighted  (it  being  their  Way  of  Notice  on 
any  Emergency  that  happens)  and  the  Houfe 
we  were  in  was  foon  furrounded  with  a  Com- 
pany of  Soldiers,  who  took  us  and  confined 
us  for  that  Night  in  the  Maii>Guard  Room. 
Next  Morning  we  were  all  examined  before 
the  Governor,  and  v/e  being  inform'd  the 
Laws  of  that  Country  were  fuch,  that  if  we 
own'd  any  thing  of  robbing  the  Captain,  as 
he  alledged,  and  indeed  was  but  right,  then 
we  muft  have  deliverM  them  ^  and  if  we 
deny'd  it,  all  was  well  ^  for  if  you  confefs 
nothing,  there  is  no  Advantage  to  be  taken: 
The  Captain  faid  the  Watch  and  feveral 
other  Things  were  his,  and  that  we  had  rob- 
bed him  of  them  ^  but  we  deny'd  his  whole 
Charge,  and  the  Governor  order'd  us  to  keep 
tlie  Watch,  &c. 

Captain  Lajtgley  made  great  Interefl:  to  the 
governor  to  order  us  to  go  on  board  again, 
but  to  no  purpofe,  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom 
not  admitting  it  ^  but  on  the  contrary,  the 
Governor  recommended  to  us  to  enter  our- 
felves  for  Soldiers,  which  we  promised  him 
to  do,  till  the  Ship  was  failed  out  of  the  Ri- 
ver, and  then  flew  from  our  former  Promife ; 
whereupon  he  gave  us  a  Pafs  writ  in  Spanip^ 
which  mentioned  us  to  be  all  Thieves,  as 
we  underftood  by  an  IriJIiinan  that  could 
t^lk  the  Sj^anlJI)  Language,  which  Pafs  w^ 
burnt. 

We  travelled  thro'  Ej^ahi^  and  went  to  a 
Place  call'd  Port  Oport  in  Portugal^  where 
eight  of  my  Companions  fhip'd  themfelves 
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on  board  an  Englip  Ship,  and  nijrfelf  and 
the  other  eight  on  board  a  Butch  M^n  of 
War,  both  bound  to  Amprdavi,  at  which 
Place  we  arrived  verjr  fafe,  and  had  a  very 
good  Yoyage ;  and  there  I  committed  a  great 
Number  of  Robberies  in  Gonjandlion  with 
one  Marth  Gray,  who  was  afterwards  exe-. 
cuted  at  Tyburn  for  returning  from  Tranf- 
portation. 

We  continued  at  Amfterdam  fome  Months, 
and  then  came  for  ^w^/jhJ,  where  I  had  not 
been  long  before  I  met  with  one  Goddarct 
and  one  Cifcell,  with  w^hom  I  went  out  on 
the  Sneaky  and  com.mitted  feveral  Robberies^ 
but  our  Companion  Goddard  was  foon  taken 
from  us,  for  being  apprehended  for  Burgla- 
ry, he  was  try -d  at  the  Old-Bally^  and  found 
Guilt}/-,  and  was  afterwards  executed  at  Ty- 
hum. 

A  fliort  time  after  this,  Cifcell  and  I  going 
down  Fifi-Street,  we  efpy'd  a  Porter  with  a 
large  Box  on  his  Shoulders,  whom  we  fol- 
iow'd  •,  and  the  Fellow  pitching  his  Load  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  faid  Street,  I  bid  Cif- 
cell watch  him  ^  in  the  mean  while  I  went 
into  an  Alehoufe  and  call -d  for  Pen  and  Ink, 
and  writing  a  Letter,  I  put  a  Brafs  Ring  in 
it  and  gave  it  to  Cifcell,  who  went  to  him 
and  defired  him  to  carry  that  Letter  to  the 
Place  direded,  telling  him,  that  there  was 
a  Diamond  Ring  it.  The  Porter  went  with 
the  Letter,  and  left  his,  Box  to  my  Compa- 
nion and  I  to  take  care  off,  which  we  foon 
moved  to  Cif cell's  Premifes,  and  there  open'4 


it,  and  found  in  it  fome  foul  Linnen,  and 
about  nine  Yards  of  fine  Lace.  The  fame 
Night  Cijccll  and  I  robb'd  a  Midlhip-Man  of 
a  Man  of  War  of  16  L  in  Thames-Street, 

My  Companion  Cifcell  and  I  continued 
our  Courfe  for  a  long  Time,  till  at  length 
I  had  faved  about  10  I  with  which  Money 
I  married  and  cloathed  one  Mary  Tomliriy 
a  Barrow- Woman.  I  had  not  been  mar- 
ried long  before  I  went  out  of  a  Night  to, 
rob,  which  caufed  Words  between  us,  and 
bad  I  took  her  advice,  I  might  have  been 
a  good  Man  at  this  Time-  but  Juftice  fol-» 
lovved  me  foon  after;  for  a  AFoHian,  whom 
I  had  left  my  Wife  to  live  with,  went  and 
acquainted  Merchant  Forward  that  I  was 
returned  from  Tranfportain,  who  came  with 
AiTifta nee  and  took  me,  and  carried  me  to 
Newgate  without  any  Commitment^  only  by 
vertue  of  the  Tranlportation  Act.  There  I 
remained  for  a  long  Time  ^  but  at  laft  I  v/as 
try'd  with  feveral  of  my  Companions  who 
aliifled  in  taking  the  Ship  ^  we  were  all 
found  Guilt}'-,  and  received  Sentence  of 
Death  ^  under  which  Sentence  I  lajr  iijf 
"Weeks,  and  was  then  reprieved,  and  ordered 
for  Tranfportation  for  fourteen  Years, 

About  two  Months  after  m.y  above  Sen- 
tence, I  was  tranfported  with  about  eighty 
others  from  Newgate  ^  and  when  we  arrived 
^t  Virginia  I  was  fold  to  one  Mr.  Fardle^  an 
irijl)man  •,  who  not  agreeing  with  my  Tem- 
per, I  run  av/ay  from  him  ^  but  he  foon 
took  me  again,  There  was  noway  of  help- 
ing 
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ing  myfelf,  fo  I  was  contented,  and  conti- 
nued with  him  foretime,  and  then  thought 
of  an  Expedient  to  quit  myfelf  of  his  Ser- 
vice, which  I  efFeded  by  running  away 
with  a  Long-Boat  that  lay  in  the  River 
with  Mafts  and  Sails  in  her. 

When  I  got  on  the  other  fide  the  River^ 
I  bore  fei^eral  Holes  in  the  Long  Boat  with 
an  Augur,  and  funk  her.  Then  I  went  and 
ftole  a  Korfe,  upon  which  I  travelled  about 
the  Country  feveral  Daj-s,  till  I  arrived  at 
a  Place  call'd  Fortojnock  River,  where  I  con- 
tinued about  three  Weeks,  and  then  entered 
inyfelf  on  board  a  Ship  bound  for  Brfjlol^ 
and  had  lo  /,  paid  me  for  my  Service  in  the 
Yoyage. 

As  foon  as  I  was  arriv'd  at  Bnjlol  I  went 
to  my  old  Trade,  not  daring  to  come  to  Lon^ 
dov,  with  one  Abraham  Smfth  ;  but  at  length 
were  both  taken  in  a  Linnen-Draper's  Shop, 
which  we  had  broke  open  and  robb'd  of  a 
large  Quantity  of  Linnen,  and  carried  be- 
fore a  Magiftrate,  who  committed  us  to 
Newgate,  where  v/e  continued  till  the  next 
Aifizes,  when  we  were  both  try''d  ^  but  the 
Burglary  not  being  plainly  proved,  we  were 
both  acquitted  of  that,  and  found  guilty  on- 
ly of  the  Felony,  and  ordered  for  Tranfpor- 
tation  ^  in  a  fhort  time  after  we  were  put  on 
board  a  Ship  for  that  Purpofe.  We  arrived 
Tafe  in  the  River  where  my  old  Matter  liv'd^ 
and  the  Pilot  that  came  on  board  us  to  carry 
us  up  the  River,  remembring  my  Face,  went 
ajad  told  my  Matter  FardU  of  me,  wlio  came 
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on  board  next  Day  to  fee  me,  but  would  not 
buy  me. 

In  a  few  Days  after  our  Arrival  I  was  fold 
for  14Z.  but  ir.y  Mind  not  being  fixed  to 
ftay,  I  made  an  Agreement  with  two  more, 
to  run  away  from  our  Matters,  which  we 
did  :  When  we  had  got  clear  of  the  inhabi- 
ted Country,  we  were  obliged  to  live  very 
hard,  having  no  Proviiion  with  us.  We 
took  Fire-Arms  with  us  and  kill'd  Deer, 
and  liv'd  moftly  upon  that  and  the  Mofs  of 
Trees.  At  length  we  met  a  Horfe  without 
either  Bridle  01  Saddle,  which  we  laid  hold 
of -,  and  having  made  a  Bridle  of  our  Gar- 
ters, we  got  all  three  upon  him  :  Coming  to 
a  River  that  we  were  oblig'd  to  crofs,  the 
Current  run  i^o  ftrong  that  we  could  not  pafs 
it  for  three  Days,  whereupon  we  kill'd  our 
Horfe  the  fecond  Day,  and  lived  upon  that. 
When  we  had  pafled  the  River  we  made  our 
Way  for  North  Ca7'o]hia^  where  we  no  fooner 
arrived,  but  we  were  difcover'd,  and  fent 
back  again  to  our  Mailers. 

I  began  after  this  to  be  very  obliinate  \ 
and  when  my  Mafter  bid  me  go  to  work,  I 
told  him  Work  was  intended  for  Horfes  and 
not  for  Chriftians  •,  adding,  that  if  I  had  a 
Mind  to  work,  I  had  no  Occafion  to  have 
left  Englayid  ^  and  fometimes  pretending  my 
felf  to  be  drunk,  pulled  out  my  Knife  and 
asked  him  how  long  1  was  to  be  his  Servant, 
which  put  him  into  fuch  Confternations, 
that  he  never  asked  me  afterwards  to  go  to 
work.     One  Day  as  I  was  walking  in  Jerre- 

man 
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wan  'town  I  met  a  Scotchrnav^  who  falling  in- 
to Difcourfe  with  mc,  told  me  he  had  got  a 
Pafs  to  travel  the  Countrjr,  I  told  him  I 
would  raife  fome  Money  to  carry  us  both  to 
B-ngUnd'^  and  when  v^^e  came  out  of  the 
Town  I  robbed  him  of  the  Pafs,  and  then 
went  home  to  my  Mailer's  and  llole  a  Suit 
of  his  Son's  Clothes  and  a  Horfe,  and  rid 
away  towards  Avapolis  River,  where  I  had 
my  Pafs  renew'd  5  and  having  crcfs'd  the 
River,  went  diredly  for  A^ew  J'ork,  where  I 
entered  myfelf  on  board  a  Sloop  for  a  Voyage 
to  the  Jfeji  hidies^  and  we  returned  to  New 
Tork  in  about  eighteen  Months,  where  I  was 
difcovered  again,  and  fent  back  to  my  old 
Mailer  by  Water  •  but  he  finding  me  not  to 
be  rul^d,  took  my  Obligation  for  i  o  /.  and 
difcharged  me. 

After  this,  I  hired  mj^felf  to  a  Pilot  for 
^o  I  per  Anmnn,  with  whom  I  remained  for 
five  Years :  I  got  acquainted,  being  always 
trading  in  the  River,  with  one  Col.  Browji's 
Daughter,  whofe  Fortune  was  1500  Acres 
of  Land  and  200  Z.  in  Money.  We  lived 
together  as  Man  and  Wife  for  a  long  while,; 
till  the  Money  and  Acres  were  all  fpent 
In  fome  Ihort  time  after  this  I  married  a 
Carpenter's  Daughter  at  Mcbgick-Bay,  with 
whom  I  lived  for  fome  time,  and  by  her  had 
one  Son,  if  living,  named  Jajnes  LaltoTty 
and  left  her. 

Being  grown  very  poor  again,  and  meet- 
ing with  ont yohnfrellhovewhowas  a  Tranf- 
port,  we  agreed  to  ftcal  two  Negroes,  which 
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which  we  did,  and  carried  them  on  board  a 
Bermudas  Sloop,  where  we  fold  them  for 
1 8  /.  tho'  worth  4c  /.  on  Si-fpicion  of  which 
Fact,  we  were  feized  and  committed  to 
Goal,  where  we  remained  till  next  general 
Court-Day,  and  i!ien  we  were  try'd:,  and 
the  Evidence  that  vv^as  produced  againft  us 
not  being  able  to  prove  the  Fact,  we  were 
only  fentenced  to  be  fold  for  five  Years 
to  pay  the  expence  of  the  Goal :  We  were 
fold  accordingly,  and  I  had  five  Matters  in 
three  Weeks  Time-,  but  the  laft  proving 
to  be  a  Namefalce  of  mine,  one  Mr.  Dalto?i^ 
he  ufed  me  very  well,  and  foon  made  me 
his  Overfeer^  and  I  going  one  Day  to  fee 
Johii  irellbois^  we  agreed  to  run  away, 
which  we  did-,  and  that  very  Night  I  rob- 
bed the  Collector  of  Hampto7i  of  73  Piftoles. 
We  took  a  Eaker  aloi  g  v/ith  us  who  ha^ 
three  Guns,  which  we  put  into  a  long 
Boat  that  we  had  ftole  -,  then  went  up  to 
the  Store-Houfe  and  Hole  a  Hogfhed  of 
Rum,  which,  with  other  Provilion,  we 
put  into  the  Boat,  and  fo  fteared  away  to- 
wards New-To?%  where  we  arrived  in  three 
Days.  We  fold  .our  Boat  for  23  Z.  and 
and  then  Jf^ellhorie  came  for  Lovdon,  and 
was  hang'd  in  five  Months  after:  I  fell  fick-, 
and  when  I  recovered,  went  again  to  VirgU 
via^  and  iaQ  Baker  remained  at   New-Tork. 

Soon  after  mj  Arrival  at  Virghna  I  en- 
teral inylelf  on  board  the  Madera  Galley^ 
Captain  Cohh  Commander,  for  Lovdon  ^  and 
when  we  arrived  in  the  Dowm  I  was  prefs'd 
and  put  on  board  the  HampJInre  Man  of  AV^r  ^ 
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commanded  by  the  J  l  Muskerry,  and  went 
to  the  late  Siege  of  Gibraltar^  where  we  re» 
mained  until  Sir  Charles  TTager  came,  who 
commanded  us  to^go  and  bring  home  the 
Tttrkey  Fleet  from  Conjiantinoiple,  which  we 
did  ^  and  foon  after  our  Arrival,  I  was  paid 
mj  Wages,  which  fiipported  mj  Extrava- 
gance for  feme  time  ^  but  mj  Stock  being 
quite  exhaufted,  I  thought  of  a  new  Way 
of  Living,  and  then  began  to  rob  in  the 
Street 

Juft  at  this  tniie  I  got  acquainted  with 
one  Ben] amhi  Branchy  and  we  went  a  fnatch« 
ing  of  Pockets  :^  then  we  were  join'd  hj 
Ir^ill  Field^  who  alfo  went  a  fnatching  of 
Pockets  with  us.  We  Hole  a  Woman's  Poc- 
Jcet  in  Holboiim  in  which  v/as  a  great  Parcel 
of  Natural  Hair,  which  we  had  afterwards 
made  into  Wiggs  •  and  Field  and  I  quarrel- 
ling about  the  Wiggs,  we  parted  ^  then 
Branch  and  I  went  by  ourfelves  for  fome 
time. 

'After  this,  Bramh  and  I,  with  another 
Perfon  t\\tn  in  Company  (whofe  Name  I 
forbear  to  mention,  becaufe  he  is  fi nee  re- 
formed and  nov/  lives  very  honefl:)  went  to 
^tfClement's  Church  Yard,  and  tied  up  a  Shop 
Door  belonging  to  a  Dutchman,  that  he  might 
not  get  out  to  alarm  the  Neighbourhood, 
and  then  we  broke  in  at  the  Window  and 
robb'd  him.  of  his  whole  Stock,  con/ifting  pf 
Chines,  Callicoes  and  Handkerchiefs ;  and 
then  we  made  off  .undifcovered, 
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Chriftopher  Rawlim  was  the  ntxt  Perfon 
that  Branch  and  I  aflbciated  with,  and  we  in 
Company  with  each  other  fnatch'd,  in  the 
Space  of  three  Months,  above  500  Pockets  ^ 
and  one  Night  iu  particular  as  we  were  cO'- 
ming  down  Holhouni-HzU,  near  St.  Andrew^s 
Church  J  I  fnatch'd  a  ,  Woman's  Pocket  ofF^ 
who  feeling  me,  cry*d  out  j,  and  a  Tallow- 
Chandler  ftanduig  at  his  Door,  laid  hold  of 
Branchy  and  Rawlim  and  I  running  to  make 
our  Efcape,  we  were  feized  and  brought  ^o 
the  Tallow-Chandler's,  where  Branch  was  i 
we  pretended  not  to  know  each  other,  and  I 
obferving  Branch  with  a  Knife  in  his  Hand', 
and  attempting  to  cut  the  Tallow-Chandler's 
Throat,  1  difcovered  him,  wherefore  it  was 
judged  that  we  were  not  concerned,  and  fo 
we  went  about  our  Bufinefs ,  but  Bra^tch  was 
committed  to  Newgate^  and  afterwards  exe- 
cuted at  Jyhtirn  for  the  faid  Robberj. 

Rawlins,  and  I  went  the  next  Night  to  a 
Milliner's  Shop  in  Covent-Gardev^  androbb'd 
it  of  Cambrick  to  a  large  Value,  and  9  /.  in 
Monej.  It  v/as  about  Eight  o'Clock  in  the 
Evening,  I  went  in  and  held  a  Piftol  to  the 
Woman  while  he  ftole  the  Cambrick.  The 
Succefs  of  this  Robbery  was  employed  to 
make  up  Eranclfs  Affair  with  his  Profecutor^ 
butto  no  purDofe, 

Ramifts  ana  I  walking  along  Fleet Jlrcet 
faw  about  twelve  Pick-Pockets  in  a  Brandy- 
Shop,    and  a  young  Woman  going  in  for 
''^'"-'^'^  Brandy  with  a  Handkerchief  in  her 
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Hand  *,  fhe  laid  it  down,  and  I  went  in  and 
ftole  it  awaj,  and  went  clear  off  with  it, 
and  one  of  the  Fellows  in  the  Shop  was 
charged  with  takiiig  it,  and  fent  to  Jail  : 
yihen  we  untj^'dthe  Handkerchief  we  found 
in  it  fix  fine  Holland  Shirts,  fringed  and 
ruffled,  and  fix  Lace  Stocks. 

Rawlhis  and  I,  with  a  third  Perfon,  went 
into  Jf'^apphig  and  broke  open  a  Silverfmith's 
Shop  5  but  we  were  furpriz'd  before  we  had 
quite  completect  ourDefign,  and  were  obiig'd 
to  inake  off  with  only  two  Tankards.     We 
went  dowji  to  the  Water-fide,  and  took  awaj^ 
a  Boat  for  to  crofs  the  Thames,  but  were  ftopt 
hj  a  Tide-  surveyor  in  a  Boat  with  two  Wa- 
termen, thejr  fufpecling  us  to  be  running  of 
Go^  ds  fo  that  we  were  cblig'dto  fhew  them 
what  we  had  •,  as  foon  as  we  had  fj  done,  I 
puird  out  a  Piflol  and  demanded  the  Sur- 
veyor's Money,  &c.  my  Companions  feeing 
what  I  was  upon  did  t'  e  fame,  and  we  robb  d 
him  of  about  15/.  in  Money,   a  Watch,  a 
Cagg  of  Rum,   and  his  Debitation,  which 
laft  we  burnt. 

Rawlins  and  I  now  agreed  to  go  to  down* 
right  Itopping  of  Coaches  •  and  thefirft  we 
ftopt  was  in  Cafile-Tard,  Holboitrn,  in  which 
was  one  Mr.  Keeiic^  an  Attorney,  from  whom 
we  took  his  Watch  and  fome  Monej'',  and 
fo  vv^eiit  of!'.  The  next  Coach  we  ftopt  was 
in  Holboiirv,  oi^er-againft  the  P]nd  oiHattoit- 
Garden^  being  join'd  then  by  one  Hulks,  in 
which  Coach  alfo  was  a  fijigle  Gentleman, 
from  whom  we  took  four  Guineas,   a  Silver- 

hilted 


hilted  Sword,  a  Silver  Watcii,  ana  a  isnver 
Locket,  and  then  made  off. 

The  third  Coach  that  we  flopt  was  in  St. 
PauVs  Churchyard,  in  which  was  one  Mr. 
Ki7tg  an  Attorney,  and  one  jrorjhr  an  In- 
fonning  Conftable  ^  from  Mr.  Kivg  we^toolc 
about  18/.  and  from  7/V/^r  three  Guineas 
and  fome  Silver,  and  then  made  off.  Going 
up  the  Old  Baily  we  met  a  Coach  with  one 
Mr.  Willuwis  belonging  to  Driiry-Lane  Thea- 
tre, and  a  Gentlewoman  in  it :  AVe  made  a 
Demand  of  their  Money,  Watches,  and 
Rings  ^  he  deliver'd  me  fome  Silver,  and 
faid  that  was  all  he  had  ^  and  then  telling  us 
who  he  was,  and  where  he  was  going,  we 
returned  him  his  Money  again. 

A  few  Nights  after  this,  my  Companions 
Rawlins  and  Htilh,  neglediing  to  meet  me, 
I  met  with  William  Holden,  TFilliam  Ruffdy 
alias  Five  Bones,  and  Robert  Crouch,  alias 
]iob  the  Butcher,  in  Fleetftreet.  "We  prefent- 
ly  agreed  to  go  and  feek  after  Bufinefs  that 
Kight  •,  and  a  Wom.an  palling  by  us,  we  fol- 
low'd  her  into  Lincoht's-Lm-Fields,  where  I 
knock'd  her  down,  and  one  of  my  Compa- 
nions run  away  with  the  Bundle  ^  which  we 
went  and  open'd  diredly,  and  found  in  it  a 
Parcel  of  Women's  Clothes,  a  Looking- 
Glafs,  a  Drab  Great  Coat,  and  fome  Moi- 
dores  ty'd  up  in  a  Piece  of  Cloth.  We  fhar'd 
our  Booty,  and  Bob  the  Butcher  bought  our 
Shares  of  the  Great  Coat,  and  had  it  made 
fit  for  him  -,  and  to  hinder  its  being  known 
by  the  right  Ovvner,  had  a  new  Set  of  But- 
tons 


tons  and  a  new  Velvet  Cape  put  to  itc  Bob 
the  Butcher  meeting  with  one  Bartholomew 
Nichols^  alias  Siifannah  Haws,  alias  Fifi  Moll^ 
acquainted  him  of  this  Robbery,  and  he  ap- 
peared as  an  Evidence  agaiilft  at  him  his 
Tryal  at  the  0/J  ^^z7> 

RnfeU  alias  Fhehones^  Holden  and  I,  one 
Evening  going  along  ClerhfiwelUGreen^  T-iw 
two  Pieces  of  StufFlay  in  a  Stufr-Shop  Win- 
dow, and  only  one  Woman  in  the  Shop  ,  I 
propofedto  them  to  fteal  it,  but  Holden  would 
not  agree,  thinking  it  a  dangerous  Enter- 
przie,  and  fo  left  us  -,  but  Riijjel  and  I  was 
refolved  to  have  it  •,  and  to  effedl:  our  Defign, 
Riipl  went  into  the  Shop,  and  took  hold  of 
thf  Stuff,  and  I  ftood  at  the  Door  and  feeing 
the  Woman  coming  from  behind  the  Comq- 
ter^  ftept  in  and  puilicdher  down,  andiock'd 
the  Door  upon  her,  and  in  the  mean  time 
i^w/^J  went  off  with  the  StufE 

One  Night  John  Fsatherhy  (lince  execu- 
ted zt  Tyburn  for  a  Street-Robbery)  and  i 
foming  down  S7toW'hUh  fnatched  oiF  two 
Vornens  Pockets,  in  the  firfl  of  which  wa^s 
ibme  Silver  and  Half-pence,  and  two  Brafs 
Thimbles  -^    ^nd  in  the  other  a  Purfe  with 

:|.  Guineas  and  fome  Silver.  Afterwards 
going  tliro'  Newgate- Market  we  ftole  a  Tur- 
key,  and  had  it  drefs'd  for  our  Supper. 

A  few  Nights  after,  coming  along  St  PaiiTs 

'.arch  Tar cf,    I    happened   to  fee  a   Coach, 

wherein  was  one  Mr.  7ri2/f(3f«f5,  then  Under- 

^'beriff;  vrrr-^  '  ^-r-^  —^  demanded  hisMo^ 

neVi 


ney,  Watch  and  Rings,  which  he  delivered. 
There  was  a  Gentlewoman  in  the  Coach  big 
with  Child,  whom  I  defired  not  to  be  fright- 
ened -  but  flie  ga%^e  me  fome  Alonej,  and 
then  I  made  off. 

Some  '{hort  time  after  this,  John  Hiilh'^ 
Chnftopher  R-wlitis^  Ifaac  Afiby,  alias  Black 
Ijaac,  "and  I,  robVd  a  Coach  between  St.  Se^ 
pilchres  Church  and  Newgate,  The  Gentle- 
man in  it  was  very  honourable,  for  as  foon 
as  we  order'd  the  Coachman  to  irop,  he  faid, 
Co77ie,  Gevtlem-e}!^  I  hiow  what  you  want^  fo 
take  my  Moi^ey,  which  was  fix^ Guineas  •,  but 
we  not  believing  that  to  be  his  all,  V7qvA  in- 
to the  Coach  and  fearched  him,  and  took  his 
Watch,  but  found  no  more  Money,  Then 
going  down  Holboiirn  we  ilopt  a  Gentleman's 
Coach,  and  robbed  the  Gentleman  that  was 
in  it  of  23  Guineas.  As  foon  as  we  went  to 
make  off  with  our  Booty,  he  cry'd  outj, 
Thieves  ^  upon  which  four  Watchmen  came 
up  to  us  with  their  Staves,  and  bid  usftand^ 
whereupon  we  pul?d  out  each  Man  a  Brace 
of  Piftols,  and  fo  drove  the  Watchmen  along 
Holboiirn  (making  them  iirft  lay  down  their 
Lanthorns  ^and  Staves')  into  Bloomsbury 
Watch-houfe,  where  we  locked  the  Conftable 
and  Watchmen  all  in  together,  and  then  left 
them., 

Rawlins  and  I  coming  along  the  Strani 
one  Kight,  met  a  Chair  with  two  Footmen 
before  it,  and  lighted  Flambeaux  in  their 
Hands.  I  went  up  to  the  Footmen  and  made 
them  put  their  Lights  out,   and  ordered  the 

Cbajr^ 
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Chairmen  not  to  unftrap  upon  Pain  of 
Death  ^  in  the  mean  while  Rawlins  opened 
the  Chair  Doer,  and  robb'd  him  of  Seventy 
Guineas  in  a  Purfe,  a  Gold  Watch,  a  Ring, 
and  a  Shell  SnufF-Box,  which  Box  the  Gen- 
tleman defirVl  we  would  return,  it  being  a 
Piece  of  Antiquity,  which  we  did,  and  then 
took  our  Leave  of  him. 

^A  few  Nights  after^  being  in  Company 
with  Black  Ijaac,  and  a  third  Perfon,  v/e 
ftop'd  a  Coach,  in  Lombard-Street,  upon 
which  the  Gentleman  in  it  drew  his  Sword 
and  made  a  gallant  Defence-,  and  a  Country 
Cart  happening  to  come  by,  my  Compa- 
nions being  fomewhat  afraid,  run  to  the  c- 
ther  fide  of  the  Way-  but  I  was  refolved 
to  have  his  Money,  and  told  him  if  he  de- 
nied mi  e,  I  would  Ihoot  him  immediatly  ^ 
he  made  anfwcr,  I  might  llioot  and  be 
damn'd  ^  then  I  prefented  my  Piilol  at  his 
Head,  and  he  hearing  it  cock  hy  the  Noife 
of  the  Trigger,  bid  me  flop,  fajnng,  here 
is  what  you  come  for,  and  take  it,  it  is  all 
the  Money  I  have^  and  there  being  a 
Watch-Man  within  twenty  Yards  of  us, 
and  feveral  others  about  the  Street,  I  did 
not  care  to  firay  to  fearch  for  his  Watch  ;  fo 
made  ofF^  but  took  his  Sword  with  me^ 
which  proved  to  be  a  Mourning  one. 

The  Night  following  as  Hiilh^  Black 
Ifaac,  Rawlins  and  I  were  fitting  at  Hoi- 
hoiiryt-Brldge,  I  perceived  a  Gentleman  com- 
ing, which  proved  to  be  one  }Ax.  Downs  a 
Lawyer,  with  a  Link-Boy  before  him,  and 

his 
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his  Sword  drawn  in  his  Hand,  for  fear  he 
Ihould  be  robbed  ^  I  croffed  the  way,  and  ha» 
vine  the  mourning  Sword  with  me,  I  told 
him  I  would  fight  a  Duel  with  him  ^  upon 
which   he  ftood  upon  his  Defence  ♦,  then  I 
drew  out  a  Piftol,  fwearing  I  would  fight 
with  Sword  and  Piftol  ^  he  then  found  I  came 
to  rob  him,  and  fo  delivered  hi§  Sword  to 
me,  I  having  firft  made  the  Boy  put  out  his 
Light ',  and  my  Companions  robbed  him  of 
eighteen  Pounds,  which  they  funk  except 
twelve  Shillings,  and  my  Share  of  that  was 
all  that  I  had  of  that  Booty  -,  but  the  Gen- 
tleman  having  appeared  at  their  Trial,  fwore 
aftually  he  was  robbed  of  i8  /. 

Some  time  after  this,  Rawlins  and  I  went 
out  together,  and  coming  through  St  Faith' 
Church- yard,  we  met  a  Gentleman's  Coach  ^ 
we  made  up  to  it,  and  there  happened  to  be 
in  it  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote^who  we  robbed  of 
his  Watch,  two  Shillings  in  Silver,  and  a 
Halfpenny  ^  when  I  was  in  the  Compter  he 
cam.e  to  fee  m.e,  and  I  returned  him  his 
Watch,  for  which  he  gave  me  two  Guineas. 

Not  long  after  this  Robbery  as  we  were 
drinking  in  a  Brandy-Shop  in  St  Paiih* 
Chiirch-yariy  a  Link-man  came  in,  and  faid 
he  had  been  lighting  the  Queen  to  the  Wai- 
Work  in  Fleetpeet  •,  and  that  her  Majefty 
in  Company  with  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  was  juft  then  gone  to  the  China- 
Shop  in  Leaden-Hall  Street  ?  we  foongot  In- 
telligence of  their  Cogg  Ways,  and  refol* 
ved  ^to  have  them,  and  waited  fbme  timQ 
F  ac- 


accjordiiiglj  ;  hut  another  Cosch  coming  hy 
which  we  took  for  them,  xve  made  up  to  it, 
and  robbed  it  of  tv/ciV.y  feven  Guineas,  a 
"Watch  &c.  and  there  being  a  Noice  and 
Outcry  of  Thieves,  we  miffed  of  the  Qjiecri 
and  Dnkc,  otherwife  we  would  have  had  hi^ 
George  as  fure  he  was  born. 

1  had  forgot  to  mention  two  Robberies  iri 
their  proper  Places,  which  are  fomewhat  re- 
markable •    the  firll  of  v^^hich  is  as  follows: 
Bevjamhi  Branch  and  I  about  four  Months  be- 
fore he  was  executed,  went  out  one  Night 
with  an  Intent  to  rob.     We  both  tonic  Piftols 
in  our  Pockets  ^  and  going  down  Ifood-fircet 
f  w  a  Gentleman  walking  before  us  with  a 
Cane  in  his  Hand  ^    when  he  came  to  the 
End   of  Mzlhftreet,    Branch  feizM  him  hj 
the  Collar  with  one  Hand,  and  held  a  Piftol 
tb  his  Head  with  the  other,  and  then  de- 
manded his. Mone}^  :  The  Gentlcm.an  refuv'd 
to  deliver,  upon  which  Branch  ofTer'd  to  fire^ 
but  the  Piftol  only  fiafhing  in  the  Pan,  the 
dentleman  ftruck  him  with  his  Cane  and 
ran  off  in  a  great  Surprize :    I  followed  him 
and  coming  up  to  him,  ask'd  him  v/hat  was 
the  Matter  ^  upon  which  he  told  me  ^  I  im- 
mediately pulPd  out  mj  Piftol,  and  not- 
wlthftanding  there  was  a  Watch'Tian  vnth'm 
hearing,  fwore  that  tho'  the  other  could  not 
rob  him,  I  xvould-  and  that  if  he  ftlrr'd  ona 
Step,  or  fpoke  one  Word,  I  would  ftioot  him 
dead  upon  the  ^pot^    I  then  robb*d  him  of 
his  "Watch  and  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Mo- 
I'i^/,  and  made  off  undifcovei'd. 

The 
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The  other  Robbery  was  with  Rufeljlh$ 
FheboJics,  who  went  with  me  one  Night 
about   Seven  o'Clock  into  CheapMe,  with 
Intent  to  fnatch  oft  Womens  Pockets  ^  but 
paffinE  along   near  Bow-Church    v^^  faw  a 
Gentlewoman  in  a  Gold-Smith ^s  Shop,  pur- 
c  haiing  a  Gold  Watch  -,  and  obfervmg  the 
Man  of  the  Shop  to  r^t  the  Mony  he  took 
of  the  Gentlewoman  into  a  Drawer,  and  .the 
Kev   of  the  laid  Drawer  into  his  docket  5 
Finrhones  went  in  and  cheapened  a  Stock- 
Buckle,  and  then  I  came  and    delired   to 
fppak    with   the  Gentleman,  who  came  to 
the  farther  end  of  the  Compter,  ^nd^henl 
pulled  out  a  Piftol,  and  fwore  I  would^lhoot 
him  if  he  offered  to  ftir  or  make  a  Noii(f ; 
then  Fiveboves  came  and  took  the  Key  cut  rf 
?iis  Pocket,  and  unlocked  the  prawer,  and 
took  thereout  twenty  four  Guineas,  and  then 
made  oft^ 

Soon  after  this,  I  married  a  Woman,  By 
Avhom  if  I  had   been  ruled  I   might  have 
done  well-,    but  going  on  in  my  pid  Way, 
I  was  prefently  after  taken  up,  and  for  the 
Prefervation  of  my  own  Life,  was    obliged 
to  turn   Evidence.     There  were   fix  of  my 
Companions  hang'd  upon  my  Information ; 
,and  I  proteft  that  they  were  every    one 
guilty  of  their  Crimes    they  fuffered  fotj 
tho'  I  declare  to  the  World,  that  there  were, 
Perfons,  who  make  it  their  Bufinefs  to  tajke 
up  Whores  and  Thieves,  and  too  often  prey^ 
;upon  honeft  People,  came  to  me  and  of-i 
'fer^  me  ten  Guineas  to  impeach  Richard 
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Mcholh ;  by  their  Perfuafion  I  confenfed  to 
their  Requeft,  and  took  the  Money .  but  af- 
terwards being  terrified  with  the  Thoughts 
of  taking  an  innocent  Man's  Life  alay 

^  them  the  ten  Guineas  :  But  they  not  beini 
willing  to  fit  down  with  that  Loft,  went  and 

f^tT^it'''  ^"''J^ore  the  m  Nichols 
JiJto  3  Robbery,  which  he  committed  by 
,  himfelf,  as  he  confeffed  at  Tykirtt.    A  Pro- 
.claniatjon  jvas  iffued  out,  promifing  a^Re- 
ward  of  one  hundred  and  forty  Pounds'  for 
eyeryStreet-Robberthatfliou'dbe  convifted- 
I  having  convided  fix,  confequently  was  en- 
«  ?r*^  ?  V'^y  ^a"dfom  Sum  ;  but  theio- 
^e/  Men  tefore-mention'd  found  means  to 
trick  me  out  of  almoft  all  •,  for  out  of  ei?ht 
^  hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  I  only  received 
,  about  forty  Pounds, 

Being  now  at  my  Liberty,  I  was  always 
atraid  of  being  fwornagainft  by  feme  of  my 
former  Accomplices  W  ifts,  who  had  before 
threaten'd  roe,;  and  fo  to  get  out  of  their 
w^5^,  Iflijpped  my  felf  on  board^he »^g//- 
iome  Captain  Price  Commandef,-  belonging 

to  that  ho7ie^  Man  J B— Me^ 

^chant,  1  flipped  my  felf  at  thirty  five  Shil- 
lirigs  ^er  month,  and  went  a  Voyage  to  Vir- 
pma,  where  I  remained  fome  time;  then  I 
performed  ray  Voyage  back  again,  and  ar- 
nved^iH  atout  ten  months  at  V^appUig,  on 
the  nmh.61  September'. ;  coming  to  Town  to 
fee  ray  Wife,  I  was  on  the  tenth  furren- 
|r«d.  |o  the  Compter;  aarf  hearing  the  Ship 
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was  to  be  paid  off,  Imadeliitereft  with  the 
Keeper,  to  fend  two  Keepers  with  me  to  re- 
ceive my  Wages,  which  I  received  except 
five  Pounds,  that  I  was  dieated  out  off  un- 
der the  falfe  Colours  of  Honefty.  I  went  ' 
back  to  the  Compter,  and  there  remained  till 
the  twenty  firft  Pay  of  November  following, 
when  I  was  difcharged. 

Soon  after  my  Difcharge  from  the  Comp- 
ter, I  kept  a  publick  Houfe  in  ^ew-Street 
in  Shoe  Lave  ^  where  indeed  a  great  Num- 
ber of  idle  Perfons  frequently  refortei^ 
Mr.  Sitthhs  that  keeps  the  White  L)on  Ale-*'- 
Houfe  in  Shoe-Lane^  often  ufed  me  very  ill 
upon  account  of  many  of  his  Cuftomers  u- 
fing  my  Houfe  ^  for  he  frequently  came  to 
me,  and  threatened  me  with  a  Warrant, 
which  he  pretended  he  had  procured  on  pur- 
pofe  to  take  me  up,  for  keeping  a  diforderly 
Houfe,  which  was  the  Caufe  that  I  was  ob- 
liged to  quit  it. 

After  having  fpent  all  my  Money,  and 
being  deftitute  of  Bufinefs,  I  began  to  think 
of  taking  up  my  old  Trade  ^  and  according- 
ly made  my  firft  Attack  on  Dr.  Mead  •,  for 
which  I  was  try'd  at  the  Old  Baily^  and  be- 
ing found  guilty^  was  fentenced  to  pay  a 
JFine  of  20  Marks^  to  fufFer  three  Years  im- 
prifonment,  and  to  find  Security  for  reven 
Years  afterwards.  When  this  Sentence  was 
Jtefs'd  upon  me  I  behaved  myfelf  very  im- 
pudent in  Court,  upon  which  I  was  ordered 
to  fuffer  my  three  Years  imprifonment  in 
the  Cells  ^   and  I  believe  that  if  I  had  not 
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been  impudent,  and  had  had  the  Lihexty  to 
fend   for  my  Friends,    I  had  not  been  con- 

'  vided  of  this  Rcbberj^  for  which  I  was  con- 
denuied,    and  of  which  Robbery  I  proteft  I 

.am innocent  of. 

In  the  height  of  all  our  Robberies,  v/e 
frequent!}^  ufed  to  go  the  Playhoufe,  dreffed 
like  Gentlemen  •,  and  when  Play  vv'as  done 
"we  would  have  Chairs  call'd  for  ue,  and 
fometimes  three  or  four  Link  Boys  before 
us.  One  Night  in  particular,  I  remember 
'thktHjdks,  Black  Ifaac,  Rawlins  ^nd  I,  were 
to  fee  the  Beggar's  Opera  ^  and  Captain  Mac- 
heath's  Fetters  happening  to  be  loofe,  Rajv- 
llm  cali'd  our,  Captaht^  Captaiir,  your  Bazzel 
h  nviGnc.  The  Play  being  over,  v/e  went 
to  a  Konfe  in  a  U^ood-flreet  that  we  us"d,  in 
f  w  Chairs,  with  fix  Lights  before  each 
Chair, 

I  have  now  given  a  full  Account  of  my 
Life,  and  meniioned  every  particular  Cir- 
cumftance  from  my  Childhood  to  this  prq- 
fent  Tiine,  to  the  utmoft  my  Memory.  I 
have  nothing  mere  to  add  but  this,  I  hope  as 
I  am  now  to  fufFer  Death  for  what  I  declare 
I  did  not  commit,  every  good  Chriftian  will 
forgive  me  v/hom  I  have  really  wrong  ^  and 
that  the  Perfon  that  accus'd  mie  (whofe  Cha- 
racter is  fufHcicntly  known)  may  be  ftopt  it} 
his  Profecution  againft  thofe  Perfons  v/hom' 
he  has  fent  to' Mr^gate  lince  my  Condem- 
uation.  '     ' 

FINIS. 
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